
CEHA

Their retirement brings me back to my early days in
public health. We had one computer in each room,
shared by about three Sanitarians, and the concept of
that clunky overheated collection of microchips ever
being an asset was deemed ridiculous by most of the
senior staff. 
That “senior staff” is all but gone, leaving behind us
“youngins”. 

SUMMER EDITION

President's Message
Please join the TAHD in congratulating Sanitarians, Richard Rossi

and Susan Simmons, in their retirement. 
Richard began his career at Chesprocott before joining the

Torrington Area Health District in 1987. 
Susan began working at the TAHD when her mother, Stella

Gryniuk, retired as a food inspector in 1998. 

We wish them well in their retirement. 

2023

Today, my phone has one hundred (maybe one thousand or
more) times the capacity of that buzzing IBM with its state-of-
the-art dot-matrix printer. When Rich was hired, he had actual
experience sorting and running computer programs based on
punch cards, manually fed into the side of the “computer”.

 Look it up, it was a real thing. 
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Lead regulation was brand new and heaped on to our existing
responsibilities and so on and so forth. This isn’t a new job. 

CEHA isn’t new either and as I re-read “The Environmentalist” from
’87 and ’88, placed on my desk by the retiring Rich Rossi (CEHA

Secretary 1988), I see that the articles are dealing with many of the
issues we face today: the outbreak du jour, working with DPH on

food code changes and DCP on licensing itinerant vendors selling
alcohol.  

And the job openings. 

Oh the job openings with their starting salaries of
$18K/year. 
That’s not to say the job or the means of doing the
job hasn’t changed - it has. But the root of what we
do is still there because

 what we do is important. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (CONT.)
So today we have every conceivable means of calculating,
storing and sorting our data but the job remains. The Digital
Health Department is still not universally accepted, and my
staff and I continue to use paper inspection forms, albeit aided
tremendously by a digital Food Code, conveniently stored on
phones. But as I reflect on my start as a Sanitarian, we were
inspecting food service, reviewing and overseeing septic
installations, consulting on well water quality and responding
to housing complaints. 



Call yourself what you will, I’ll die a
Sanitarian, but our function in society

as the silent service, keeping the
population as healthy as we can even
though they have no idea who we are,

prevails, and will long into the future. 

Please be proud of your job. 
Do it to the best of your ability and know that you are needed.

You are appreciated. And, every once in a while, you might
even be recognized. 

Thomas 
Stansfield, MPH, RS
Deputy Director of 
Health, TAHD

President, Connecticut Environmental Health Association
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The Yankee Conference on Environmental Health is back for 2023! This

year the conference has once again coordinated with the FDA Annual

Northeast Food Protection Seminar to provide an outstanding educational

and networking experience at the historic and cozy Hotel Northampton in

the upbeat town of Northampton, MA. 

 

The conference agenda includes a full schedule of three environmental

health educational tracks featuring a food track developed by the FDA and

NEFDOA as the Northeast Retail Food Protection Seminar. The Yankee

Conference will include a presentation by NEHA President Tom Butts, MSc,

REHS; many exhibitors and two evening exhibit hall networking receptions;

an awards luncheon; and time to network, visit exhibitors and win prizes! 

 

Registrations and payments for the 2023 Yankee Conference will be

handled by the Connecticut Environmental Health Association (CEHA)

under the direction of the Yankee Conference Board of Directors.

YANKEE
CONFERENCE
ON ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

THE  6 1 ST  ANNUAL

In conjunction with the 2023 FDA Annual Retail Food Protection Seminar 

DATES: September 20, 21, 2022, 2023

If you have any questions regarding the conference, please email all
inquiries to: yankeeconferenceinfo@gmail.com
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APPLY TODAY

https://ceha.wildapricot.org/
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both photos taken by Mindy

Below: A permitted 
facility operating 

during normal
business hours 

Above: a bunny
with a great eye
for jewelry. Or,

wait.... are
those...
ticks? 






















